Magnetic resonance imaging of injuries in the child athlete.
Sports related injuries in children and adolescents are an increasingly frequent clinical problem. Soft tissue injury is relatively less common in children than in adults and radiographs suffice in most situations. However there are specific clinical circumstances where MR imaging is of value. We discuss and demonstrate a variety of acute and chronic sports related conditions where MR imaging has contributed to the diagnosis and management. Some conditions such as apophysitis, osteochondritis and chronic physeal injuries are unique to childhood while others including spondylysis and stress fractures are unusual conditions outside the context of sport in this age group.